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" And so she did, and as her value was well-known she was kept under lock and key, and guarded by an army of grooms. But Douglas is a miracle-worker, and Kosabelle, as I said, awaits your Majesty."
<c Noble Douglas! " murmured the Queen with tears in her eyes. " And yet," she added, as if speaking to herself, " his is a devotion for which no recompense is possible. The others can be made content with titles, places, or wealth; but what are such things to Douglas?"
" Go to, Madame," said Mary Seaton; " God is wont to assume the obligations of kings, and he will give Douglas his due reward. I beg your Majesty to remember now that dinner is served and awaiting your coming. I trust," she added with a smile, " that you will not put upon my father the affront you put upon Lord Douglas yesterday, by refusing to join in the festivities to celebrate a safe return."
"And well it was that I did so," said Mary, "But a truce to gloomy thoughts, little one; we will consider, when we are really Queen once more, what we can do for Douglas,"
She made her toilette, and went down to the great hall, where those of the principal nobles of her party who had as yet arrived at the rendezvous were awaiting her. Her advent was greeted with tumultuous enthusiasm, and she took her place at table with Lord Seaton at her right, Douglas at her left, and Little William behind her chair, exercising his new functions of page.
The next morning the Queen was awakened by the sound of trumpets and horns. It had been agreed the night before that they should start that day for Hamilton, where they expected to find farther levies. The Queen donned a bewitching Amazonian costume, and